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Goet Wired

Discover a simple way to convert your M wire wheels,
using a system that will cope with even
the most powerful V8 engine.

Many of us have extended the limits of our beloved MGBs (and Cs and Midgets).
It’s the horsepower, you see. And some of us have gone the extra mile to build
serious V8-powered ‘Bs with plenty of torque (confirming that old adage that ‘too
much is just right’).

# | Dunlop wire wheels with Rudge knock-on splined hubs are synonymous with
classic British sports cars. There just isn’t anything as beautiful as the sparkle of
shiny spokes and spinners at speed. That’s why it’s disappointing that our high-powered MGs can’t
use knock-on wire wheel. The conversion gurus all advise against it - the weak spokes and
ultra-thin splines on the hub will fail, they say.

Maybe the experts don’t recommend wire wheels because they haven’t seen some excellent
examples made across the pond in the US by Dayton Wheel Concepts. *We built wheels for some
pretty powerful cars in the 1930s, such as Packards and Duesenbergs,” says Mike Edgerton of
Dayton. ’And we’ve replaced Dunlop wheels on a number of original AC Cobras, so wheels for an
MGB V8 are no problem’.

According to Edgerton Dayton began supplying wire wheels to the car industry in 1916. Winning
cars at the Indy 500 rode on Dayton wire wheels throughout the 1930s, until the advent of
magnesium wheels. High-performance sports-racing cars, such as the Corvette-powered Echidnas,
also used Dayton wire wheels successfully in the 1960s.

The company offers knock-on wheels in a variety of rim widths and diameters, and can provide
them with between 72 and 180 spokes in radial, cross and triple-cross lacing, arranged in bead,

well or reverse offsets. These wheels are sealed for tubeless operation - no need for those pesky
(and expensive) inner tubes. Chrome wheels also feature swaged stainless-steel spokes - and all
wheels are fully tested and come ready to mount (no need to readjust or true the spokes).

So, logic suggests that, if a Cobra can’t break a Dayton spoke or spin a drive hub, then a V8 MGB
- or any high-out ‘B,C’ or even Midget - should be able to use them.

Of course, high-performance sports cars such as the Jaguar E Type used Dunlop wire wheels with
Rudge spline-drive hubs. But our MGBs are pushing 35 years or more, and their splined hubs are
worn too much to handle the extra torque, even with brand-new wheels. We could install new hubs,
but even V8 conversion expert Roger Williams advises against it.
What makes the Dayton wheel different is its drive system.
‘Dayton pioneered the dental, or toothed, drive hub decades ago’,
say Edgerton. ‘Our engineers found that the large teeth of this
system not only provide a positive fit for the wheel, but are
almost indestructible, as racing experience has shown’.







